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which is too little taken into consideration.55 These were her
last recorded words. Her death did not end the quarrels excited
by her illness. Three months later accounts of her were published
by Morellet, Thomas, and d'Alembert praising her character
and recounting her noble actions. These Eloges were not of a
nature to please her daughter, and in the controversy that
followed Mme de la Ferte-Imbault published the letter she had
written to d'Alembert. Condorcet declared that this was a fake :
the original letter, he declared, had been far less justifiable.
The controversy was never settled ; and though Mme de la
Ferte-Imbault lived on for fourteen years, she fails after her
mother's death to retain our interest. When she saw her royal
friends overtaken by the Revolution, doubtless she blamed the
disaster upon her old enemies, her mother's friends, the " Philo-
sophes." But to posterity it appears that these were responsible
for much that has proved permanently beneficial in the Revo-
lution, and that its excesses were chiefly due to the follies of the
aristocracy, the hierarchy, and the Court.

SUICIDE

THE researches of Continental sociologists, especially Bayet,
Durkheim and Halbwachs, have provided a mass of fascinating
material for the study of suicide. Mr. Fedden is the first English
writer to take advantage of their researches ; and he not only
presents their conclusions in a succinct and attractive form, but
adds a quantity of information collected from his wide reading.*
His style is polished, his comments invariably sensible ; and his
book can be very strongly recommended to the general reader
as well as to the student of comparative morals.

When I was busy myself with a study of suicide, acquaintances
to whom I spoke of it would look at me with vague alarm. " Isn't
that very morbid ? " they would enquire, apparently expecting
me at any moment to divert the knife I was using from the roast
beef to my own throat. Suicide, like the more eccentric mani-
festations of sex, I discovered to be an improper subject; and I
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